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Reasons We Celebrate Christian Holidays and Festivals
1. The Origins of Christmas as a Christian Holiday
a. When Christians started celebrating Christmas
For many centuries, Christians come together during the December 25th to celebrate and enjoy good moments with their loved ones. Even though there have been arguments to when exactly the Christmas day started or originated, but it is believed that the earliest Christian Latins started the celebration in 354AD (Salemi 4). However, the 25th celebrations have been objected by many people. However, it was until 336AD when Emperor Constantine officially declared the initially pagan day of celebration to Christian holiday known as Christmas. 
b. Why Christians began celebrating Christmas
The main reason why Christians started celebrating Christmas was to remember the date of birth of Jesus Christ. Even though there has been a controversy revolving around the actual date of Christmas, but millions of Christians around the world have been gathering during the 25th December every year decorating their homes to celebrate the birth of Jesus (Salemi 6). Some of the key features of Christmas seasons include the Christmas tree, candles, and gifts. As Kelly explains, Christmas enjoys a prominent place in the current modern society and, especially among the modern Christian believers who believe that they are celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ (11). 
c. Pagan’s origins of Christmas holiday.
For many commentators, Christmas is a pagan day of celebration, in which they celebrate the birth of the feats of Sol Invictus or the birthday of god Mithra (Salemi 3). The celebration during the 25th December was initially undertaken to celebrate the birth of the pagan god, Mathra’s birthday (Salemi 3). However, the early Christians adopted this date to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ from the Pagan Roman heathen customs (Salemi 3). As Salemi explains, the Christian church has often been accused of idolatry regarding Christmas celebrations because it was believed to refer to the time when a pagan god was born. 
d.  Scriptural explanations of the Christmas holiday
Christmas has been justified by various Biblical explanations, which cites the celebrations of Jesus’ birth. As Barnett explains, Christmas celebrations have been linked to various scriptures including the Dawning of Light celebration in Luke 1:78-79, the Fullness of Time celebration recorded in Galatians 4: 4-5, and the Mystery of Incarnation recorded in 1st Timothy 2:16 2). However, the day has been mainly associated with Luke’s gospel in chapter 1 verses 78-79 where Jesus is referred to as the “light of the world” due to his triumph over the night of the sin (Barnett 8). 
2. Origins of Easter as a Christian Holiday
a. When Christians began to celebrate Easter holiday 
Easter is a Christian celebration period when they celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the tomb where he was buried after crucifixion. However, like other Christian celebrations, Easter holiday has also been argued when it started. However, as Richardson explains Easter celebration may have started in 325AD when the Council of Nicaea created and set the day aside for Christian believers to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ (2). The day was arrived at after disagreements between the Jewish believers who argued that the day of Jesus’ resurrection should have been coinciding with the Passover period, while others maintained that Jesus rose on Sunday, which had been set aside as the Lord’s Day (Richardson 4). 
b. Why Christians began to celebrate Easter holiday
[bookmark: _GoBack]Easter celebrations remind Christian believers of the time that Jesus rose from death after his crucifixion. According to Richardson, when someone talks of Easter what comes to his or her mind is either the cross where Jesus was crucified or an empty tomb where he was buried (11). As Roberts explains, the Easter period is when Christians remind themselves of God’s love and the reason why He gave his only son to die for them so that their sins could be washed away (16). 
c. The Pagan’s origins of the Easter celebration 
Like many other Christian celebrations, Easter celebrations have also been associated with pagan culture. The Easter celebration is associated with the rabbit that distributed eggs, which is a myth that comes from different cultures across the world. Richardson explains that many ancient cultures such as Hindus, Egyptians, and Persians regarded egg as a symbol of life (19). For all these cultures, an egg is used to describe a new life (Richardson 19). Therefore, the early Christians looked at the link between the eggs and life and decided that it could be part of the celebrations of Jesus’ death and resurrection (Richardson 20). 
d. Scriptural explanations of the Easter celebration 
The celebration of Easter is associated with the book of Ephesians 2:4-7, which explains God’s mercy and love for mankind even in death. As Roberts explains the book of Ephesians, especially in chapter 2 talks about the resurrection of Jesus. According to Roberts, the theme of resurrection as explained in Ephesian shows God’s mercy (16). Human beings are dead through their trespasses and sins, and they are living in eternal bondage of sin (Roberts 16). Therefore, during the celebration of Easter, Christians look at the riches and grace of God that will be showered upon them when Jesus returns (Roberts 17). 
3. Origins of Halloween as a Christian Holiday
a. When began to celebrate Halloween 
The celebrations about Halloween started before the time of Jesus Chris. According to Watson, the celebration of Halloween is a day when people celebrate the dead. In Christianity, Halloween was begun on May 13, 609 AD when Pope Boniface IV set aside the Pantheon in Rome to honor all the Christian martyrs (History 9). Other Popes who came later like Pope Gregory III expanded the Halloween celebrations to involve all the saints in Catholic (History 9). By the 9th century, Halloween celebrations had gotten deep in Christianity with many Christians across the world setting aside November 2nd as the day to celebrate the dead (History 10). 
b. Why Christians started the celebration of Halloween
For early Christians who dedicated the day November 2nd to celebrate the dead, the aim was to remember those believers who had died while serving God. Initially, the day was used to celebrate the Christian martyrs who were killed because of their faith (History 9). Pope Boniface IV set the Pantheon in Rome specifically for the honor of Christian martyrs. This led to the creation of the Catholic feast of all martyrs in the Western churches (History 9). However, the celebrations were expanded to include all the saints in Catholic later, and by 9th century Halloween was a traditional celebration across all Catholic churches (History 9). 
c. Pagan’s origin of the Halloween celebration 
As Watson explains, Halloween is a day that was set aside initially by the non-Christians from Celtic tradition who celebrated the end of summer sacrifices to their gods (2). In Celtic tradition, this period is believed to be a time when their god, Samhain, the lord of death, sent evil spirits to attack humans (Watson 2). The only way to escape the attack based on Celtic’s tradition is to put on and look likes the evil spirit (Watson 2). 
d. Scriptural explanations of the Halloween celebration 
The Christian scriptural explanation seems to oppose this holiday by Christians. According to Morgan, Christians should not celebrate the Halloween because it goes against many scriptures; for instance, in Romans 13:12, the scripture warns against the deeds of darkness and the fact that Christians celebrate the darkness is wrong (Morgan 5). Further, in 2nd Corinthians 6:14, the scripture explains that light has nothing to do with darkness; therefore, any association with darkness like Halloween is something that Christians should not be doing (Morgan 5).
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